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About the Partnership
The Henry County Economic Development Partnership (HCEDP) is a not-for-profit corporation
with membership from the public and private sectors in partnership with local government
officials. Members include individuals, business and industry representatives, and local
economic development groups.
HCEDP is supported by membership dues of the local communities engaged in the partnership
and the generous contributions of local financial institutions and other businesses in the region
that understand the value of a regional approach to economic Development.

HCEDP MISSION STATEMENT
To coordinate and provide proactive leadership to stimulate local economic growth by
assisting local governments and businesses with economic development programs and
projects.

GOALS


Educate local governments and Henry County citizens concerning economic
development activities and issues



Coordinate available resources from regional, state, and federal sources for the benefit
of local governments and businesses



Communicate with state and federal legislators and agencies concerning regional
economic development activities and issues



Develop and promote programs or projects to sustain and encourage growth of existing
businesses, and attract new businesses to the county
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Together - We Are Henry County
The Henry County Economic Development Partnership (HCEDP) is a not-for-profit corporation
with the mission to coordinate and provide proactive leadership to stimulate local economic
growth. We accomplish our mission by assisting local governments and local businesses with
economic development programs and projects that sustain and encourage the growth of
existing businesses while attracting new businesses to the county. Our board of directors
includes county board members, Henry County Economic Development Director, city mayors,
administrators and managers, and representatives of local banks and businesses.
In December 2016, HCEDP partnered with community leaders to develop and apply to the State
of Illinois for multi-jurisdictional Enterprise Zone designation incorporating eight local
government entities and unincorporated areas of Henry County. Of the 104 Enterprise Zones
operating in the State of Illinois, the Kewanee/Henry County Enterprise Zone is the only one that
reflects such a strong collaborative effort.
Henry County has lost many important businesses over the last four decades. When companies
leave, so do jobs, and tax revenues. Most alarming is the gradual loss of our people who have
moved from the county in search of jobs elsewhere. Since the early 1980s, our county has lost
over 8,600 people. From 2010, Henry County’s lost: 1,202 residents and 3,218 people out of the
labor force. Since 2015, Henry County has lost 726 jobs.
Through our collaborative efforts, Henry County added a full-time Economic Development
Director whose responsibilities include working alongside existing county businesses to sustain
and grow the local economy, attracting new business by marketing the assets of the county, and
creating economic incentive packages designed to attract new and keep existing business in
Henry County. In short, the new director is responsible for increasing the Equalized Assessed
Value of Henry County through retention, expansion, and recruitment efforts. When hired, we
did not expect that a large part of the role would be in helping to keep businesses sustainable
through administering Covid-19 loan programs, but the flexibility in the position allowed that task
to be absorbed in with the rest of the duties that were established for the position, and thus far
each of the members in the partnership have gotten an excellent return on the investment they
made in establishing a full-time position in Henry County.
Without exception, every business owner that we interact with cites taxes and worker’s
compensation laws as their main impediment to growth. Some are strongly considering moving
out of state to a more business-friendly economic climate. Henry County needs Illinois
legislators to act with a sense of urgency to enact meaningful reform that levels the playing field
between us and our surrounding states, allowing our businesses to grow and prosper. We look
forward to your continued partnership and support.

Gary W. Bradley
HCEDP Chairman
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Henry County Jobs
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2022 Legislative Priorities
Agriculture
Agriculture enterprises are the bedrock of the region. Virtually every business in Henry County is
affected by the success of agriculture. Henry County local government and private sector leaders
support legislation to encourage, promote, and expand opportunities for agriculture-related
industries to innovatively create, produce, and thereby prosper and create jobs. They also support
legislation to establish regulations for hydraulic fracturing and horizontal drilling operations that
provide appropriate safeguards for the protection of land and water resources. Henry County local
governments oppose legislation eliminating the overtime exemption for agricultural employers or
implementing an inflationary increase in the minimum wage.

Transportation Infrastructure/IL 84 Corridor/East Rock
River Bridge
Henry County local government and private sector leaders strive for an environment of
cooperation, support, and expediency in all transportation-related projects and services. A
complimentary and supportive relationship with the Illinois Department of Transportation is vital
to the economic progress of Henry County, communities, and businesses. The goal is to receive
and share frequent communication with appropriate IDOT personnel to ensure that projects are
submitted accurately with knowledge of the legal, engineering, and permitting specifications for
each specific project.
To rebuild and modernize the transportation system and ensure transportation dollars are spent
wisely, Illinois requires a long-term funding solution that is sustainable, accountable, fair,
equitable, and flexible. It is estimated that it will take at least $4 billion more per year to put our
roads, bridges, transit, and intercity rail in good condition within a decade. A long-term solution
that can adapt to changing circumstances is needed. New transportation revenues must provide
sufficient and sustainable funding to improve, enhance, and expand Illinois’ transportation
systems. New funding, as well as existing fares and tolls, should grow sustainably–such as by
indexing rates to inflation–to keep pace with the costs of operating and improving the system,
which inevitably increase over time.
The IL-84 reconstruction project through Colona is important to Henry County as a whole. IDOT
has identified the scope as two thru lanes and a center turn lane with a signal at the Cleveland
Road intersection and an extended left turn lane to store vehicles waiting for trains. Pedestrian
access will also be improved. The project is listed for completion between 2023 and 2027 in the
IDOT Multi-Year Program at a cost of over $15 million. The investment in this project is
appreciated and timely completion of the project is requested.
The opportunity for a trail connection between Kewanee and the Hennepin Canal exists along
IL-78 through a widened shoulder system. If constructed, the project would also provide access
to Johnson-Sauk Trail Recreation Area State Park. We request a partnership with IDOT to
implement this project.
The completion of the passenger rail project from Chicago to the Quad Cities is requested.
Implementation has been delayed in the preliminary engineering stage and the Region looks
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forward to the project moving forward as quickly as possible. In addition, assistance is needed
to construct parking facilities for the station in Geneseo.
An East Rock River Bridge would provide a Rock River crossing where there is over a six-mile
crossing gap. The crossing would provide additional access between Henry and Rock Island
Counties opening up land for development that is in the urban area. The project is listed in the
2050 Quad City Area Long Range Transportation Plan as needing further study. A feasibility
study considering alignment, construction/maintenance costs, and ownership considerations for
the East Rock River Bridge is supported by many public and private organizations in the Rock
Island and Henry County Region and who would like to see the Bridge move forward. To
preserve the corridor for the East Rock River Bridge in the future we believe this study should
be completed as soon as possible and therefore request funding for this effort.
These projects are impactful on all modes of travel in Henry County and additional projects are
listed on individual jurisdiction pages of this document.

Life Skills Reentry Center - Kewanee
The closure of the Kewanee Youth Center in June 2016 stood to have a financial impact of
approximately $70 million per year to the region, according to an analysis conducted on behalf
of the Department of Juvenile Justice. The repurposing of the facility as a part of the state’s
Department of Corrections helped to maintain employment in the area, allowed the state to
continue using one of its most modern facilities, and facilitated the development of a new
concept in the state’s correctional system that will help to reduce recidivism by better preparing
prisoners for release back into society. The facility has served as a model within the Department
of Corrections, and other facilities have transitioned to the same purpose.
The City of Kewanee and Department of Corrections staff have worked together, along with
Blackhawk College’s Skilled Trades Center, to develop programs that have resulted in the
reintegration of individuals into society who are more equipped to gain and retain productive
employment, but not on a large-scale basis. With the use of property owned by the city, there
are a number of additional programs that can be added to mix that will be beneficial to the state,
returning citizens, and the local community. It is important to continue the push for the addition
of programs and facilities that will serve this end.

Hennepin Canal
The Hennepin Canal Parkway is a prominent tourism asset to Henry County. Hennepin Canal
State Park is a 105-mile linear park spanning five counties including the entire width of Henry
County and extends all the way to Bureau County. In Henry County, there are access points in
Annawan, Atkinson, Geneseo, and Colona.
The parkway receives nearly one million visitors a year. It has diverse flora and fauna and has
become a favorite for bird watchers, especially because American Bald Eagles are frequently
seen. The canal’s multi-purpose recreational trail is a portion of the American Discovery Trail, a
6,800-mile coast-to-coast trail devoted to non-motorized use. It is also part of the Grand Illinois
Trail, a 535-mile loop through northern Illinois. It is popular with bicyclists who ride from town to
town exploring the history, dining, lodging, and entertainment possibilities. In 2019, the trail was
also included as part of the designated Great American Rail-Trail, which is envisioned to link
Washington, D.C. with Washington state.
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Due to budget cuts and reduced staffing, maintenance of the Hennepin Canal has suffered, as
evidenced by the breach at Tiskilwa. Areas along the trail have become overgrown, locks have
deteriorated, and the canal itself has experienced washouts. Leaders and volunteers in Henry
County are willing to help by directly maintaining/adopting sections of the canal and seeking out
contractors if needed to perform larger repairs. They have formed a Steering Committee to work
with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to maintain the canal through working
partnerships with outside groups. These outside groups, such as “Friends” groups, may donate
funds to the DNR for a specified purpose. The donated funds may then only be spent on the
identified project.

Prevailing Wage Act
The Prevailing Wage Act sets the wages employers have to pay workers on public construction
jobs at close to union rates. Illinois’ prevailing wage rates are inflated nearly 40 percent higher
than average wages for private jobs in the same area. The prevailing wage mandate effectively
removes wages and benefits from the competitive bidding process on public works projects.
There is empirical evidence that a repeal of prevailing wage laws was associated with a 7.9
percent increase in construction sector employment in states that repealed their prevailing wage
laws. Given employment in the construction sector in 2015, repealing the law would have
created more than 14,000 construction jobs in Illinois if the law had been repealed a decade
earlier.
Illinois policymakers should repeal the state’s prevailing wage law. In a state with the region’s
weakest growth in construction jobs, a repeal would remove barriers to entry into the
construction industry and stimulate construction sector employment. Eight states that previously
repealed their prevailing wage laws saw a decline in the union construction wage premium and
an increase in employment. The City of Kewanee pays over $57 per hour for workers on water,
sewer, stormwater, or street projects. Contractors bidding on a job must give their workers
raises for the time spent on the City’s projects because the prevailing wage is not reflective of
wages in Henry County. Prevailing wage requirements result in taxpayers paying more for a
public project than a private sector project. This makes it difficult for local governments to be
good stewards of public funds when the State government mandates they pay more for a
project. If Illinois policymakers choose not to eliminate state-mandated prevailing wages, they
should allow locally elected boards and councils to establish cost exemptions for projects
currently covered by the Prevailing Wage Act and to exclude certain types of work.
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Priority Projects by Jurisdiction
The following information is provided to assist the county’s legislative delegation in identifying
potential projects for funding in conjunction within existing programs or future capital
improvement bills. The projects are listed in priority order for each jurisdiction.

HENRY COUNTY
Contact: Erin Knackstedt, Henry County Administrator
(309) 937-3402 or eknackstedt@henrycty.com

1. Project Name: County Highway 5 from 1450N to
1550N
Total Cost:
$2,000,000
Description:
Improve road, slope, drainage.
Construction FTE 11.4
2. Project Name: County Highway 5 at I-80 slope repair
Total Cost:
$1,500,000
Description:
Interchange improvements as describe. Construction FTE 8.55
3. Project Name: County Highway 14 from County 5 to IL-78 resurfacing
Total Cost:
$1,200,000
Description:
Resurfacing with recycled surface. Construction FTE 6.84
4. Project Name: Galva Township BNSF railroad bridge
Total Cost:
$5,200,000
Description:
Bridge replacement as described. Construction FTE 29.64
5. Project Name: 70 MV Solar Farm
Total Cost:
$127,400,000
Description:
TBD
6. Project Name: Broadband expansion to Annawan, Atkinson, Cambridge, Wolf
Road Subdivision, Ophiem, Lynn Center
Total Cost:
$11,400,000
Description:
Construction FTE 63.33
7. Project Name: IT/IS courthouse upgrades
Total Cost:
$700,000
Description:
Construction FTE 3.89
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HENRY COUNTY (continued)
8. Project Name: County PLC (jail)
Total Cost:
$900,000
Description:
Construction FTE 5.0
9. Project Name: OEM Mission Readiness Center (MRC)
Total Cost:
$750,000
Description:
Construction FTE 4.17
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ANNAWAN
Contact: Tim Wise, Village President
(309) 935-6226

1. Project Name: Patriot Way Water/Sewer Extension
Total Cost:
$1,000,000
Description:
Construction FTE 5.71
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ATKINSON
Contact: Kenneth Taber, Village President
(309) 936-7568

1. Project Name: Infrastructure to develop business area
Total Cost:
$5,000,000
Description:
Construction FTE 28.56
2. Project Name: Sanitary sewer inflow and infiltrating repairs
Total Cost:
$700,000
Description:
Construction FTE 4.0
3. Project Name: Downtown ADA accessibility improvements
Total Cost:
$180,000
Description:
Construction FTE 1.0
4. Project Name: New park shelter & bathrooms
Total Cost:
$276,000
Description:
Upgrade 1970-era screening equipment. Construction FTE 1.53
5. Project Name: Water meter replacements
Total Cost:
$510,000
Description:
Construction FTE 2.83
6. Project Name: Water main replacement
Total Cost:
$1,566,000
Description:
Water main replacement with hydrants and valves. Construction
FTE 8.7
7. Project Name: Boulevard construction
Total Cost:
$785,000
Description:
Boulevard construction with street reconstruction and sidewalks.
Construction FTE 4.36
8. Project Name: Residential boulevard construction
Total Cost:
$600,000
Description:
Boulevard construction from Main to 6th Streets with water main.
Construction FTE 3.33
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CAMBRIDGE
Contact: Steven Brown, Village Administrator
(309) 937-2626

1. Project Name: Sewage treatment plant assessment
Total Cost:
$21,000
Description:
Construction FTE 0.06
2. Project Name: Televise and reline sewer lines replace 1-2 sewer hats
Total Cost:
$150,000
Description:
Construction FTE 0.8
3. Project Name: Grind and repair roadway
Total Cost:
$80,000
Description:

Construction FTE 0.22

4. Project Name: Downtown façade improvements
Total Cost:
$20,000
Description:
Construction FTE 0.05
5. Project Name: New restrooms for College Square Park, add concession stand,
and extend pavilion
Total Cost:
$200,000
Description:
Construction FTE 1.11
6. Project Name: Cemetery Road resurfacing
Total Cost:
$30,000
Description:

Construction FTE 0.16

7. Project Name: Resurface basketball court, add pickleball court, and 2 sand
volleyball courts
Total Cost:
$23,000
Description:
Construction FTE 0.14
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GALVA
Contact: David Dyer, City Administrator
(309) 932-2932

1. Project Name: Acquire property for well #7
Total Cost:
$15,000
Description:
N/A
2. Project Name: Replace well #4 pumping equipment
Total Cost:
$189,000
Description:
Construction FTE 1.0
3. Project Name: Reconstruction of North Center Ave/Co. 5 & replace water/sewer
Total Cost:
$1,430,000
Description:
Construction FTE 7.94
4. Project Name: Replace 18 fire hydrants
Total Cost:
$52,000
Description:
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GENESEO
Contact: Sean Johnson, Mayor
(309) 944-6419

1. Project Name: Wastewater Plant Expansion
Total Cost:
$10,000,000
Description:
Construction FTE 57.11
2. Project Name: Replacement of three lift stations
(Stuart, Elk and Crowe)
Total Cost:
$1,200,000
Description:
Construction FTE 6.85
3. Project Name: Amtrak Station Parking
Total Cost:
$2,940,000
Description:

Construction FTE 16.79

4. Project Name: Engineering & Survey for Replacement of N. State Street
Total Cost:
$200,000
Description:
Construction FTE 1.11
5. Project Name: Installation of Storm Sewer – N Chicago Street
Total Cost:
$355,000
Description:
Construction FTE 1.97
6. Project Name: Water Department Building Expansion
Total Cost:
$110,000
Description:
Construction FTE 0.61
7. Project Name: Water Treatment Building Standby Generator
Total Cost:
$230,000
Description:
Construction FTE 1.28
8. Project Name: 12470 Transformer Conversion
Total Cost:
$100,000
Description:

Construction FTE 0.56

9. Project Name: Tie Line Pole Replacement
Total Cost:
$150,000
Description:

Construction FTE 0.83

15 | P a g e

April 27, 2022

KEWANEE
Contact: Gary Bradley, City Manager
(309) 883-1520

1.

Project Name: 2022 Lyle Street Improvements
Total Cost:
$800,000
Description:
Construction FTE 4.1

2.

Project Name: Storm sewer Improvements Ph. 4&5
Total Cost:
$180,000
Description:
Construction FTE 0.8

3.

Project Name: Sanitary sewer relining
Total Cost:
$500,500
Description:
Relining existing sanitary sewer mains (Phases 5-8)
Construction FTE 2.78

4.

Project Name: Annual street improvements
Total Cost:
$600,000
Description:

Construction FTE 2.28

5.

Project Name: WWTP Improvements (partial IEPA loan)
Total Cost:
$2,300,000
Description:
Construction FTE TBD

6.

Project Name: Route 81 improvements
Total Cost:
$4,000,000
Description:

Construction FTE 22.22

7.

Project Name: Downtown street and streetscape improvements
Total Cost:
$2,955,000
Description:
Construction FTE 6.42

8.

Project Name: Francis Park
Total Cost:
$426,000

9.

Description:

Construction FTE 2.37

Project Name: ARPA Infrastructure Improvements
Total Cost:
$1,543,000
Description:
Construction FTE 8.57
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ORION
Contact: Jim Cooper, Mayor
(309) 526-8139

1. Project Name: Feasibility study/nursing home/assisted
living
Total Cost:
$100,000
Description:
Study FTE 0.55
2. Project Name: Extension of sidewalks along 15th
Avenue
Total Cost:
$250,000
Description:
Construction FTE 1.39
3. Project Name: Construct community center/village hall
Total Cost:
$1,600,000
Description:
Construction FTE 8.88
4. Project Name: Water/sewer meter replacement with electronic drive-by system
Total Cost:
$400,000
Description:
Construction FTE 2.22
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Woodhull
Contact: Dave Holmes, Mayor
(309) 502-9914

1. Project Name: New Road Construction – SW 6th
Street
Total Cost:
$400,000
Description:
Construction FTE 2.28
2. Project Name: Resurface Pine Street
Total Cost:
$100,000
Description:
Construction FTE 0.27
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